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Welcome to the July issue of Smokebox. 

Steam in Beds 

Invitations went out to 15 Traders in the middle of June, to date I have just over half of the replies all confirming they 

would come.  Once we have all the replies we can start to plan the space. The PCC for St Marys has provisionally 

given us the go ahead for a live steam layout in the church.  This will provide a much-needed incentive to visitors to 

go to the church and more importantly stay for longer. 

The Working Party is considering how we can make better use of the limited parking space at the Hall, if you have 

any ideas please speak to Ted Robinson, Brian Titchmarsh or myself. We are also looking at the best way to publicise 

Steam in Beds. 

If you have any suggestions about Steam in Beds please don’t keep them to yourself.  I am pleased to say that Martin 

Shrubsole has once again agreed to run the Members Sales Stand this year. 

The Working Party will meet again during the day to discuss progress so far and things still to be planned and 

organised.      

Group Meeting Dates - 2016 

Our club meetings are now running from 10:30am and finishing at 4:00pm; so far all seems to have gone 

smoothly. 

Bearing in mind we do not meet in August, I shall be looking to confirm our meeting dates for 2017.  If you 

have a view about the new arrangement please let me know so the membership can discuss them before I 

book next year’s dates. 

We have the option of bringing the start forward to 10:00am or extending the close of day to 4:30 or 

5:00pm, naturally if we make the meeting longer than the current 51/2 hours we will incur an increase in the 

hire cost. 

 

3rd July  No August Meeting  4th September  2nd October  6th November 

 

Prayle Grove  

If you would like to keep up to date with Prayle Groves outings and when it will be at the club, please contact Carol 

direct via her email: caroleast@me.com 

 

South Arbury Railway 

I have not heard from Chris regarding our invitation to the South Arbury Railway, I believe he hoped to 
complete the work in July/August.  As the initial response from members was poor, I have not chased Chris 
for a possible date. 
 
Brambleton MRC Outdoor SiteOnce again here was an offer to visit another railway, the invite was met 
with only a small response, as with Chris Moody’s South Arbury Railway I have not chased for more dates. 
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Future Invitations to visit other railways 
 
This apparent lack of enthusiasm by our members to take up these invitations reflect badly on the club. It 
also wastes my time trying to organise them. Therefore any future invitations I receive I will be asking a 
volunteer to take on organisation of the visit and to liaise directly with them.  If no one is willing to take it 
on, then I will have no choice but to turn down the invitation. 
 
Bressingham Show 

 

Andrew Neal will be taking St Genny’s to the show on Saturday 13th August.  Andrew would like to hear 

from any member who would like to help run St Genny’s during the show. 

Email him at a.neal686@btinternet.com if you are interested. 

 

Future Exhibitions 

 
As I reported last month, we will be taking Ridgmont to the Elsecar Show on the 24th and 25th September 
2016. 

As you are aware, the Elsecar Show is organised by the 16mm Yorkshire Group.  In view of the distance 
(approx. 150 Miles) and driving time (approx. 3 hours) involved, the organisers have agreed to fund a 
limited amount of accommodation for Friday and Saturday night. 

It would seem the sensible option would be to travel on the Friday with a view to setting up Ridgmont 
Friday afternoon.  I am grateful to Alan Regan for once again agreeing to drive the hire van, I believe we 
would need a minimum of 6 members to load and set up Ridgmont on the Friday.  Priority for the available 
accommodation will be given to members who are willing to commit to loading up at Eaton Bray, travelling 
to Elsecar to help set up on Friday and run Ridgmont during the show on Saturday and Sunday.  We are 
unable to return Ridgmont to Eaton Bray until Monday morning, so we will need help with that as well. 

The organisers of the show will fund £50 per person to cover the two night’s accommodation; this is based 
on two people sharing a room in Travelodge style of accommodation.  They have set a limit of £300 to 
cover the cost of accommodation. This is based on the requirement for a minimum of 6 people to handle 
and run Ridgmont, so it’s first come first served.  If you would prefer a room to yourself then you will get a 
contribution of £50 and you will have to cover the rest of the cost yourself.  This is the same arrangement 
that prevails for the Peterborough Show.  If you would prefer to make your own arrangement for your stay 
you can, you will still be able to claim £50.  All expenses will be paid direct to the club after the show and 
will then be passed on to those entitled.  Receipts will not be required.  

I now must have a firm commitment to help with the loading and running of Ridgmont.  I have had some 
members saying it’s too far to travel but to put it into perspective, Elsecar is 150 miles, Exeter is over 200 
miles and Llanfair is over 170 miles and yet people will travel to them so why not Elsecar. 

I have had limited offers of help so far and for the sake of clarity below is a table showing who has agreed 
to help and when. 

Who 
Friday 23rd 
Eaton Bray & 
Elsecar 

Accom. 
Required * 

Saturday 24th 
Running 

Accom. 
Required * 

Sunday 25th 
Running 

Monday 26th 
Unload 
Eaton Bray 

Comments 

Alan Regan Both MOA Yes MOA Yes Yes Hiring and Driving the van 

Andrew Neal ? MOA Yes MOA Yes ?  

Carol East Elsecar MOA Yes MOA Yes ?  

Chris Pretty Yes MOA Yes MOA Yes Yes  

Dave Demaine Eaton Bray No Yes   ?  

Graham East Elsecar MOA Yes MOA Yes ?  

Peter Elvy Both MOA Yes MOA Yes ?  

Ted Robinson Both ? Yes ? Yes ?  

 

*MOA = Making Own Arrangements 
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The other show is the G1MRA at the Fosse to be held in June 2017, yes 2017.  I have said that the BAGs 

group will support the show with Ridgmont but at the present I do not have any further details.   

       
Wags Wharf at Pitstone Museum 

We are now almost half way through the open season at Pitstone, we have had a fair mix of weather for 

the first 5 open days but visitor numbers have held up fairly well. The next open day is on Sunday 10th 

July, extra help is always welcome to run Wags Wharf so please come along if you would like to get 

involved.  You would also be welcome to visit just for a chat on any of the dates below.  

10th July  Sunday 

14th August  Sunday 

29th August  Bank Holiday Monday 

11th September  Sunday 

9th October  Sunday 

The team of operators for Wags Wharf are as follows: 

Geoff Evans, Pete Newman, Roy Sterry and myself, non BAGs members include Pete Shaw, Phil Wheeler 
and Malcolm Brown.  If anyone would like to join in the fun running Wags Wharf on one of the open days 
you would be very welcome, just let me know. We will be short of operators on September 11, so that 
would be a good time to join us.   
  

Chris   


